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to Lord Byron. Keport had prepared me to meet a man
of peculiar habits and a quick temper, and I had some
doubts whether we were likely to suit each other in so-
ciety. I was most agreeably disappointed in this respect.
I found Lord Byron in the highest degree courteous, and
even kind. We met for an hour or two almost daily, in
Mr. Murray's drawing-room, and found a great deal to
say to each other.1 We also met frequently in parties
and evening society, so that for about two months I had
the advantage of a considerable intimacy with this distin-
guished individual. Our sentiments agreed a good deal,
except upon the subjects of religion and politics, upon
neither of which I was inclined to believe that Lord
Byron entertained very fixed opinions. I remember say-
ing to him, that I really thought that if he lived a few
years he would alter his sentiments. He answered,
rather sharply, * I suppose you are one of those who pro-
phesy I shall turn Methodist.' I replied: c No, I don't
expect your conversion to be of such an ordinary kind.
I would rather look to see you retreat upon the Catholic
faith, and distinguish yourself by the austerity of your
penances. The species of religion to which you must, or
may, one day attach yourself, must exercise a strong
power on the imagination.' He smiled gravely, and
seemed to allow I might be right.
" On politics, he used sometimes to express a high
strain of what is now called Liberalism; but it appeared
to me that the pleasure it afforded him, as a vehicle for
displaying his wit and satire against individuals in office,
was at the bottom of this habit of thinking, rather than
any real conviction of the political principles on which
he talked. He was certainly proud of his rank and an-
cient family, and, in that respect, as much an aristocrat
1 [John Murray — the third of the name — gives some interesting notes
of his recollections of these meetings in Albemarle Street, in the Memoirs
of his father (vol. i. p. 267).]

